Max Walker’s Cricket Game

How to Rate Your Own Teams

Introduction

Here is my very simple formula for rating teams for the Max Walker Cricket Game.  The original game was published in the early 1980’s and contained many great Test teams dating from the late 1800’s up until 1984.  So for those of you who wish to replay some more recent Test series, fill in the gaps with some of the teams omitted in the original game or even rate some domestic cricket leagues and tournaments, I hope you find this formula useful.

The author’s of the original game mentioned in the rules that the ratings were their own opinion and my formula doesn’t exactly duplicate the ratings from the original game.  However, when I compared my ratings using my formula against those supplied from the original game I found that they were very similar, with only a couple of differences in some teams.  Overall, my formula reproduces the batting ratings fairly accurately and in most cases only differs from the original game’s ratings by one grade for one or two batsmen in the team and these don’t greatly affect the team’s overall batting strength.  However, the way I rate a team’s bowling attack does mean that a player’s individual rating using my formula may differ greatly from the one they were given in the original game but the overall strength of a team’s bowling attack will be fairly similar.

My formula works best when rating teams for a particular Test series rather than for rating teams for how they have played over a period of time like a year, which would include two or three series.  When I was working on my formula I only studied Test match results, as these are the type of matches I like to replay, so I don’t know if it will work as well for One Day Internationals.

To show how my ratings formula works, I will rate the squads from the recent Ashes series.

When rating teams I get my information from www.howstat.com.au but the information you need to rate teams is freely available.  I would welcome any queries or comments you may have on the formula.

Best wishes,

David Stothard (September 2005)

Max Walker’s Cricket Game Rating Formula

Rating Batsmen

To find a batsman’s rating you will need his Batting Average and the number of centuries he scored during the series.

Now take the batsman’s Batting Average and consult the following table to get the batsman’s initial rating.

A
60.00 or higher

B
50.00 to 59.99

C
40.00 to 49.99

D
30.00 to 39.99

E
20.00 to 29.99

F
10.00 to 19.99

G
00.00 to 09.99

Now take the number of centuries scored by the batsman you are rating and increase his initial rating by this number.  Thus a batsman who averaged 36.50 and scored a century during a series would have his initial rating of D increased to C.  However, this increasing of ratings doesn’t apply to a batsman who has an initial rating of A or B.

Tail-enders often achieve a higher than normal average over the course of a series because of the high number of Not Outs they accrue.  To counteract this a tail-ender can only achieve a maximum rating of E.  For example, a tail-ender with an average of 36.45 but who had 4 Not Outs would have his initial rating of D reduced to E.

Rating Bowlers

To find a bowler’s rating you will need the number of times he took 5 wickets in an innings and also the number of times he took 10 wickets in a match.  Take these figures and consult the following table.

A
If bowler had at least one 10 wicket match or three 5 wicket innings

B
If bowler had one or two 5 wicket innings

C
All other specialist bowlers

D
Occasional bowlers (see below)

Occasional Bowlers are players who are primarily batsmen but who sometimes bowl to rest the front line bowlers or when a captain thinks conditions are helpful to a particular type of bowling.  For example in the current Australian test team Simon Katich and Michael Clarke would be rated D as bowlers.  At the start of a match a captain must name the five bowlers he intends to use during a match.  Even though a player may have been given a bowling rating he cannot bowl unless he is one of the five nominated bowlers named at the start of the test.

Ratings for the 2005 Ashes Series
ENGLAND

Player

Bat Ave
Initial Rating
100’s
Final Rating
Bowling Rating

Trescothick
  43.10


C
  0

C

Strauss

  39.30


D
  2

B

Vaughan*
  32.60


D
  1

C

D

Bell

  17.10


F
  0

F

D

Pietersen
  52.56


B
  1

B

Flintoff
  40.30


C
  1

B

B

Collingwood
  08.50


G
  0

G

D

G Jones (wk)
  25.44


E
  0

E

Giles

  19.38


F
  0

F

C

Hoggard
  06.43


G
  0

G

C

Harmison
  10.00


F
  0

F

B

S Jones
  33.00


D
  0

E

B

AUSTRALIA

Player

Bat Ave
Initial Rating
100’s
Final Rating
Bowling Rating

Langer

  43.78


C
  1

B

Hayden
  35.33


D
  1

C

Ponting*
  39.89


D
  1

C

D

Martyn

  19.78


F
  0

F

Clarke

  37.22


D
  0

D

D

Katich

  27.56


E
  0

E

D

Gilchrist (wk)
  22.63


E
  0

E

Warne

  27.67


E
  0

E

A

Lee

  26.33


E
  0

E

C

Gillespie
  07.83


G
  0

G

C

Kasprowicz
  11.00


F
  0

F

C

McGrath
  36.00


D
  0

E

B

Tait

  08.00


G
  0

G

C

