
 

 

                                        1979 PITTSBURGH PIRATES 
                                                           98-64  1st 

                                                                                                                                                               MGR  Chuck Tanner  (#7)  

 
                                     DP:  311 to 336                                                                        Error:  351 to 355 
 
                             BA   SB W/K   HR  T  D  L  R RNG Def. 
Willie Stargell “Pops”  #8       .281       0        PK 134   - 152 246 251   SLO  1B113, PH           L   L 
Rennie Stennett  #6        .238       1    - 111 124 235 233    AR  2B102, PH           R   R 
Tim Foli  #10              X       .291       6       MK   -   - 123 256 252  AAR   SD SS132            R   R 
Bill Madlock “Mad Dog”  #5   X  .328     21  115 121 141 312 264  AAR  3B85            R   R 
Dave Parker “Cobra”  #39       .310     20  123 125 153 261 261  AAR       T-1 OF158(RF)           L   R 
Omar Moreno  #18        .282     77  112 116 131 251 251      S           SD OF162(CF)           L   L 
Bill Robinson  #28        .264     13  126 133 146 243 243  AAR     LD(3B) OF125(LF/RF),            R   R 
             1B28, 3B3, PH 
Ed Ott “Otter”  #14        .273       0  114 115 134 245 245   SLO  C116            L   R 
Phil Garner “Scrap Iron”  #3       .293     17  114 121 142 254 253  AAR  2B83, 3B78, SS14           R   R 
John Milner “The Hammer”  #34  .276       3  125 132 142 244 246    AR  OF64(LF), 1B48,            L   L 
             PH 
Steve Nicosia  #16        .288       0  115   - 145 253 252   SLO  C65, PH            R   R 
Lee Lacy  #17        .247       6  116 124 143 241 235  AAR     LD(2B) OF41(LF), PH,            R   R 
             2B5 
Dale Berra “Boo Boo”  #4       .211       0  115   - 132 226 223    AR   LD 3B22, SS22           R   R 
Manny Sanguillen “Sangy”  #35   .230       0      MW MK   - 116 143 234 231   SLO  PH, C8, 1B5           R   R 
Mike Easler “The Hit Man”  #24   .278       0        PK 122 126 134 246 246    AR  PH, OF4(LF/RF)           L   R 
Frank Taveras  #10           +       .244       2       MK   -   - 132 241 234      S  SS11            R   R 
Matt Alexander  #36       .538     13    - 135   - 422 422      S       LD(SS) PR,             B   R 
             OF11(LF/CF/RF), SS1 
Bert Blyleven        .129       0      MW PK   -   - 113 161 153   SLO  P37            R   R 
John Candelaria        .132       0      MW PK   -   - 131 153 155   SLO  P33            L   L 
Bruce Kison        .145       0      MW PK 114   - 126 162 161   SLO  P33            R   R 
Don Robinson        .204       0    -   -   - 222 222   SLO  P29            R   R 
Jim Bibby        .178       0        PK 124   - 133 214 212   SLO  P34            R   R 
Jim Rooker        .121       0      MW PK   -   -   - 153 152   SLO  P19            R   L 
Kent Tekulve        .133       0      MW PK   -   -   - 161 154   SLO  P94, OF1(LF)           R   R 
Enrique Romo        .167       0      MW PK   -   -   - 166 166   SLO  P84            R   R 
Pitcher R                        .110       -       MW PK 111   - 113 153 145   SLO 
Pitcher L                        .110       -       MW PK 111   - 113 145 146   SLO 
 

   ERA   IP  W  K  G GS SV 
Bert Blyleven  #22    3.60  237 135 564  37   37     0 .129 R   R 
John Candelaria  #45   3.22  207 123 624  33   30     0 .132 L   L  “The Candy Man” 
Bruce Kison  #25    3.19  172 126 613  33   25     0 .145 R   R 
Don Robinson  #43    3.87  161 132 615  29   25     0 .204 R   R  “Caveman” 
Jim Rooker  #19    4.60  104 135 632  19   17     0 .121 R   L 
Jim Bibby  #26    2.81  138 134 561  34   17     0 .178 R   R 
Kent Tekulve  #27    2.75  134 135 615  94     0   31 .133 R   R  OF1(LF)   “Teke” 
Enrique Romo  #15    2.99  129 133 554  84     0     5 .167 R   R 
Grant Jackson  #23    2.96    82 142 624  72     0   14 .000 B   L  “Buck” 
Ed Whitson  #31          +   4.37    58 153 622  19     7     1 .000 R   R 
Dave Roberts  #49         X   3.26    39 131 635  21     3     1 .000 L   L 
Joe Coleman  #41          X   6.10    21 135 614  10     0     0 .200 R   R 
Dock Ellis  #12            *   2.57      7 126 656    3     1     0 .000 B   R 
 
 
T h e  19 7 9  P ir a te s ,  in  r e tr o s p e c t ,  w e r e  a  te a m  th a t  w a s  M E A N T  to  b e  to g e th e r .   W ith  te a m  c a p ta in  W ill ie  “P o p s ” S ta r g e ll s h o w in g  th e m  th e  w a y , a n d  m a n a g e r  
C h u c k  T a n n e r  m a in ta in in g  s tr o n g , fa th e r ly  c o n tr o l o f      h is  c h a r g e s ,  th e  B u c c o s  e x p e r ie n c e d  th e  u s u a l u p s - a n d - d o w n s  d u r in g  a  lo n g  s e a s o n  b u t th e  tw o  
a fo r e m e n t io n e d  g e n tle m e n  k e p t th e  s h ip  to g e th e r .   T h e  te a m  w a s  in  fo u r th  p la c e  a n d  f iv e  g a m e s  o u t  o n  J u n e  15 th  b e fo r e  th e y  k ic k e d  o ff  a  m in i f iv e - g a m e  
w in n in g  s tr e a k  w h ic h  b o o s te d  th e m  in to  s e c o n d .  A t  th e  A ll  S ta r  b r e a k , th e y  w e r e  b a c k  in  fo u r th  b u t  in  th e  m id s t  o f  a  n in e - g a m e  w in n in g  s tr e a k  w h ic h  e le v a te d  
th e m  u p      to  s e c o n d  a n d  s e r io u s  c o n te n tio n  w ith  M o n tr e a l th e  r e s t  o f  th e  y e a r .   A  b lis te r in g  .6 7 5  w in n in g  p e r c e n ta g e  ( 5 2 - 2 5 )  in  th e  s e a s o n ’s  la tte r  h a lf  
a s s u r e d  th e  N L  E a s t  c r o w n  b y  tw o  s lim  g a m e s  o v e r  th e  E x p o s … T h e  P ir a te s  o u ts c o r e d  th e  R e d s  15 - 5  a n d  s w e p t  th e  N L C S , 3 - 0 ;  tw o  g a m e s  w e n t e x tr a -
in n in g s … D u r in g  th e  s e a s o n , “C a p ta in  W ill ie ” S ta r g e ll a n d  th e  te a m  a d o p te d  o n e  o f  th e  h o tte s t  d a n c e  s o n g s  th a t  s u m m e r  ( “W e  A r e  F a m ily ” b y  S is te r  S le d g e )  a s  
th e ir  th e m e  s o n g  w h ic h  d e s c r ib e d  th e ir  b r o th e r ly  to g e th e r n e s s  a n d  h e lp e d  c a r r y  th e m  in to  th e  W o r ld  S e r ie s  a g a in s t  B a lt im o r e .   A fte r  G a m e  F o u r  in  P itts b u r g h , 
th e  B u c s  w e r e  d o w n  th r e e - g a m e s - to - o n e .  B e c o m in g  o n e  o f  s ix  te a m s  in  th e  2 0 th  C e n tu r y  to  a c c o m p lis h  a  fe a t  h ig h ly  s ta c k e d  a g a in s t  th e m , a  l ite r a l c a n n o n -
fir e  b a r r a g e  s a w  th e  P ir a te s  k n o c k  o u t  3 3  h its  a n d  s c o r e  15  r u n s  in  th e     f in a l th r e e  g a m e s  ( s c o r e s  o f  7 - 1 , 4 - 0 ,  a n d  4 - 1)  to  to p p le  th e  O r io le s , th e  la s t  o n  
M e m o r ia l S ta d iu m ’s  g r e e n  g r a s s .   T h e r e  w a s  n o  d o u b t a b o u t th e  S e r ie s  M V P :  S ta r g e ll h it  .4 0 0 , th r e e  h o m e  r u n s ,  a n d  d r o v e  in  s e v e n     … W ill ie  h a d  a ls o  c la im e d  
th e  N L C S  M V P  a w a r d  a n d  s h a r e d  th e  N a t io n a l L e a g u e  M V P  w ith  th e  C a r d in a ls ‘ K e ith  H e r n a n d e z … A s  a  te a m , th e  P ir a te s  h it  .2 7 2  a n d  14 8  h o m e  r u n s  d u r in g  th e  



 

 

y e a r .   B o th  p la c e d  th e m   s e c o n d  in  th e  N .  L .   I n  o n ly  4 2 4  A B , S ta r g e ll ,  3 9 ,  m a s h e d  3 2  h o m e r s  to  le a d  th e  te a m ; h e  d r o v e  h o m e  8 2 .   D a v e  P a r k e r ,  2 8 ,  c lo b b e r e d  
2 5  ja c k s  a n d  g a r n e r e d  th e  m o s t R B I  ( 9 4 ) .   W h ip p e t  O m a r  M o r e n o  le d  th e  le a g u e    in  s to le n  b a s e s  a n d  th e  B u c s  w ith  19 6  b a s e  h its  a n d  110  r u n s  s c o r e d … S ix  
p itc h e r s  w ith  d o u b le - d ig it  v ic to r ie s  w o n  7 1 o f  th e  P ir a te s ’ g a m e s :  J o h n  C a n d e la r ia  ( 14 ) ,  B r u c e  K is o n  ( 13 ) ,  B e r t  B ly le v e n  ( 17 2  K ’s )  a n d  J im   B ib b y  ( b o th  12 ) ,  a n d  
r e lie v e r s  K e n t T e k u lv e  a n d  E n r iq u e  R o m o  ( b o th  10 ) .   T h e  s ta ff  E R A  ( 3 .4 1)  p la c e d  th e m  th ir d  in  th e  N .  L .  w h ile  th e y  c o m p ile d  th e  m o s t  s a v e s  ( 5 2 ) . 


